Housing Challenge in Canada: Rising
Fiscal Burden, Widening Affordability Gap

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY refers to whether individuals can secure adequate housing without spending an excessive
portion of their income. In recent years, affordability has worsened across Canada as rent prices continue to rise. Meanwhile,
fiscal pressure has grown as the federal government commits more funding to housing initiatives. This infographic compares
spending and rental trends from 2016 to 2024, revealing that despite significant public investment, affordability has not
improved. The data raises a deeper question: are current housing policies truly working?

1. Signs of an Affordability Crisis
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2. Federal Government Spending on
Housing Affordability and Policy Timeline
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3. Has It Made Housing More Affordable?
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Canada’s population grew by over 1 million in 2023, but housing completions held steady at
200,000-230,000 units—widening the supply gap and worsening affordability pressures.

Statistics Canada. (2024). Table 34-10-0135-01: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, housing starts, under construction
and completions, all areas, quarterly. ; Statistics Canada. (2024). Table 17-10-0009-01: Population estimates, quarterly

While federal targeted spending on housing has increased, housing affordability remains a challenge
—highlighting the importance of aligning fiscal efforts with evolving needs
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